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W 
elcome to the September  
edition of the Tankersley 
Parish Newsletter. This 
issue shows the photos 

and activities from around the Parish 
over the last few months; there is the 
annual Tankersley Parish Council 
Bonfire on the 1st November, which I 
am sure you will enjoy again, and the 
Childrens Christmas Party will be held 
on the 5th December.  St Peters 
Church has its Harvest Festival on 10th 
October, and the Penistone Show will 
be on the 13th September. 

Local author, Victoria Howard has 
provided an exclusive extract of her 
suspense romance ñThree weeks last 
Springò .  

Quite a few of you took up the offer of 
Free smoke detectors and safety 
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Editors Comments  

checks from Tankersley Fire Station.  
This quarters special offer is a FREE 
Family admission to the RSPB Old 
Moor Nature Reserve, see the article 
inside. 

We had a very positive response from 
residents about the new format, this 
issue has started to carry adverts for 
local businesses.  The revenue from this 
helps support the printing costs. Of the 
newsletter 

Due to work commitments, Helen 
Reckless and her husband Paul are 
stepping down from the Youth club.  
Page 8 has a report from the youth club 
leader Helen . 

Thanks to Helen and Paul for their 
dedication, hard work and total 

commitment to the youth club.  

 

A 
s detailed on page 
21 we are taking 
adverts for the 
next edition, Ã10 

buys you a quarter page 
advert.  Are you a local 
Gardner/handyman/
decorator/plumber/
electrician looking for work 
near home?  Why advertise 
in the Chronicle?  You may 
end up working the other 
side of Barnsley!  We have 
a small distribution, but its 
local to you.  Email the 
Editor or contact us through 
the Parish Council.  

 

 

Go on, Blow your own Trumpet.  
Advertise in the next issue  

Local Advertising  

Michael Watts, Tuba, Worsborough Brass Band. 
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Garden Party  

 Above: The annual Garden Party before the 

Clyppings service opened by the Mayor Cllr 

Ken Sanderson and the Mayoress Beryl 

Sanderson . Also pictured are Rev. Keith 

Hale and his wife Janet 

 

Village Gala  

The Tankersley Gala featured, Worsborough Brass band, Birds of prey display 

and Majorettes along with the usual stalls and games.  Miraculously the rain 

held off and the sun shone for a few hours.  Another brilliant event organised by 

the Tankersley Community Association. 
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The Chairs Report . 

Helen Reckless 

O 
n the 25

th
 of July I 

ran my last youth 
club, the decision to 
finish was not an 

easy one to take.  I suppose I 
have become a victim of my 
own success and my reason 
for finishing, are too many 

commitments.   

My old Grandad Bill Parkin had a 
rich wealth of old sayings one of 
them was ñif you want something 
doing then ask the busiest 
personéyouôre sure to get it done!ò  
That is very true however I canôt do 
everything as much as I would like 
to! 

So what of the Youth Club?  

Well for it to continue the 
community needs a group of 
people to come forward and take 
on the mantle of running it.  Our 
Parish has no other youth provision 
and a very limited bus service, in 
my opinion we need a youth club.  
The benefits run far deeper than 
just providing activities ones a 
week, itôs the communities link with 
our young people, I know through 
experience that the young people 
love to get involved in community 
events and their help is invalid 
during preparations for bonfire 
night and helping out at the galas.  
Often the Police come and have a 
game of pool and a chat to the 
young people building links with the 
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If anyone is interested or wants 

to know more about whatôs 

involved then please call me on 

07786 525 789, or contact any 

member of the  

Community Association.   

younger generation  On a Friday 
night itôs great to see so many young 
people take pride in getting dressed 
upéeven if I sometimes get a 
headache from too much aftershave 
and perfume. 

Iôm not going to beat about the bush 
itôs not just a case of standing behind 
the counter and doling a few sweets 
out, itôs a big commitment, and not 
everyone is suited to being a 
voluntary youth leader/worker.  For 
the right person/group the sky is the 
limit.  I got involved by dropping my 
own children off some 6 years ago 
and becoming interested in village 
life. I soon got involved with the 
Parish Council, and just havenôt 
looked back since.  On my part Iôm 
not just dumping things and running 
off on to the next thing, I will always 
be there for support guidance and 
training. 

Finally my success only came about 
by the support of the Community 
Association who are responsible for 
the youth club and the many 
volunteers past and present.  

In the mean time here are some 

shots of the last youth club where I 

was lucky enough to get a climbing 

wall for the evening 
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A 
s September draws in it is likely that many of us 
will sense a little nostalgia, of the time when the 
beginning of the autumn season meant back-to 

school and putting shoes and socks on again. 

At RSPB Old Moor, Wombwell, near Barnsley, our wetlands 
attract an extraordinary range of birds all year round, 
particularly those that like to dabble 
about in mud, or roost close to 
water. Yet, the almost imperceptible 

slide from late summer into autumn and winter is one of the 
best times of year to visit your local nature reserve.  As the 
light is fading from the evenings in September and the first 
cold snap approaches, a great transition is occurring on the 
flood planes of the Dearne Valley, as it acts as a migration 
path for birds.  

Hundreds of widgeon, a type of duck, announce their 
arrival from the frozen North with a kind of whistly-hoot, to 
take comparative warmth in our winter. Meanwhile, only a 
few swallows are left, getting ready to pack up for the long 
journey to South Africa.   

You might not think that a nature reserve would be the 
place to go in winter, but RSPB Old Moor is a different kind 
of nature reserve, not least because of itôs extensive indoor 
facilities. You can spend an hour or so braving the weather 
to see one of winterôs finest moments; 6,000 golden plovers 
(a small, shiny wader) taking to the air and shimmering in 
the winter sunlight, then head back to Gannets Caf® for 

Golden Plover 
A medium-sized plover 

with a distinctive gold and 

black summer plumage. 

In winter the black in 

replaced by buff and 

white. They typically 

stand upright and run in 

short bursts. Very wary 

on the breeding grounds. 

In winter they form large 

flocks which fly in fairly 

tight formation with rapid, 

twinkling wingbeats.  

Wigeon 

A medium-sized duck 

with a round head and 

small bill. The head and 

neck of the male are 

chestnut, with a yellow 

forehead, pink breast and 

grey body. In flight birds 

show white bellies and 

males have a large white 

wing patch.  



some hearty soup or a cup of tea to warm 
up with. 

The reserve also has excellent 

facilities for people with disabilities 

and families with pushchairs, 

including parking, footpaths and a lift 

up to the Caf®. The family hide, 

adventure playground and the wildlife 

ponds and picnics area have been 

designed to give beginners and 

young people the chance to engage 

fully with nature in their local area.  

Julia Makin, visitor officer at the 

reserve says: óthe range of visitors 

we get to the reserve is incredible. 

Most of our 90,000 visitors are local 

but within that broad group we get 

people who come here for such 

different reasons; from shopping and 

eating to serious wildlife enthusiasm, 

we can offer a safe and inclusive 

experience.ô 

Peregrine Falcon 
The peregrine is a large 

and powerful falcon. It 

has long, broad, pointed 

wings and a relatively 

short tail. It is blue-grey 

above, with a blackish top 

of the head and an 

o b v i o u s  b l a c k 

'moustache' that contrasts 

with its white face. Its 

breast is finely spotted. It 

is swift and agile in flight, 

chasing prey  

The events programme during the autumn and winter 

months also reflects the magic of the season by 

encouraging families outside to light up dark evenings 

and feel the leaves crunch beneath their feet at the 

lantern-light procession.  

RSPB national campaigns like Feed the Birds Day 

(October 25
th
) and the Big Garden Birdwatch (January 

24
th
), highlight the importance of feeding your garden 

birds during these months where natural food resources 

are scarce.   

Bird seed and other products are available in our visitor 

centre which is open all year round except for Christmas 

Day and Boxing Day and staff are always on hand to help 

with any queries from visitors. As a charity, we rely on the 

support of the public through donations as members, or 

simply by visiting and discovering what we are doing near 

you. Make RSPB Old Moor a must-see this autumn. 
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Free Family Admission  

Free Admission worth £5 for 2 

adults and any number of children 

from same address  

FREE 
RSPB Nature Reserve Old Moor  

Get there by road 
Leave M1 at junction 36 and take the A61 

(Barnsley).  

At the small roundabout, continue straight ahead 

on the A6195 (Doncaster) for approximately four 

miles.  

Sustrans cycle route 
The Trans Pennine Trail runs along the Southern 

edge of the reserve. Access to the reserve is via a 

bridge into the car park 

Viewing points 
There are five hides out on the reserve and one 

overlooking the bird-feeding garden. There are two 

viewing platforms in the pond and picnic area. 

Kingfisher 
Kingfishers are small unmistakable 

bright blue and orange birds of slow 

moving or still water. They fly rapidly, 

low over water, and hunt fish from 

riverside perches, occasionally 

hovering above the water's surface.  

Nearest bus stop 
A number of buses run from Wombwell and 

Swinton stations and stop near the entrance to 

Old Moor nature reserve. Buses also run to the 

reserve from Barnsley, Doncaster and 

Meadowhall. Please check with bus operator 

TravelLine on 01709 515151 for further 

Nature trails 
Two easy-going trails give excellent views of wildlife 

on the reserve. Follow the trail around the ponds 

and picnic area to see wildflower meadows and a 

variety of birds and insects, or take the trail to the 

hides, where you can get closer to wildlife in a 

variety of different habitats. Both trails are suitable 

for wheelchairs and pushchairs and are less than 

one mile in length 

Opening Times 

The visitor centre is open every day except 

Christmas Day and Boxing Day.  

Admission  
RSPB members free; adults Ã2.50; children 

Ã1.25; family ticket Ã5 (any number of children); 

concessions Ã2.  

Free access from Old Moor to Barnsley 

1 Nov to 31 Jan 9.30 am ï 4 pm  

(gates open until dusk) 

1 Feb to 31 Oct 9.30 am ï 5 pm  

(gates open until 5 pm)  
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Tankersley  

Welfare Hall  

Do you have an up and coming party? 

Do you wish to start some daytime or 

evening classes or give a lecture? 

Do you wish to find a venue for a 

concert or hold theatre practice? 

Do you wish to hold a meeting or a  

series of meetings? 

If you need a venue for any of the above 

types of event or any other form of  

function, Tankersley Welfare Hall will 

probably serve your needs. 

Now with Drinks 

licence  

Rooms of all sizes from Main Hall (with 

stage), to compact ones for user friendly 

meetings can be booked, subject to 

availability by contacting.  

Marjorie Clegg on 01226 745162 

Roy Jennings on 01226 741128 

 


